2017 YEAR 12
Confidence to pursue their dreams

Celebrating Excellence in All-girls Education
We are delighted to share the
achievements of the Year 12
Class of 2017. While some of
these results may have well been
anticipated as a continuation
of many years of good grades,
we all know that true success
especially through the rigour of
external VCE assessment takes
but 1% inspiration or talent and
99% perspiration. The students
who have worked consistently
in order to gain excellent results
are most deserving of our public
acclaim. Quoting from Aristotlean
wisdom, Good Samaritan Education
Executive Director, Leonie Keaney
reminds us “We are what we
repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is
not an act, but a habit”.
Stamina and determination were
the hallmarks of many, exemplified
in the outstanding achievements
of College Dux, Gemma Tripp.
Commitment to additional study
sessions, extra classes, practice
exams paved the way for Gemma
and so many students to complete
VCE with outstanding results.
Leveraging from a personal passion
into a VCE study was the key to
success for some in subjects such
as VET Equine Studies, Dance,
Media and Drama. All participants
in VCAL successfully completed
their two year program and are
looking forward to employment

and training pathways ahead. A
significant number of girls with
top scores clearly balanced formal
leadership roles with the challenge
of SMART goals and regular study.
All were grateful for the support of
their family as well as teachers.
We are also proud of those girls,
not named here but known within
the College community whose
VCE score, while not numerically
in the highest order, represents
a ‘personal best’. Such hard
won results are equally worthy
of recognition and celebration.
These girls understand better than
most, the importance of lifelong
learning, where the greater the
effort, the more likely a real sense
of achievement.

“We are what we
repeatedly do.
Excellence, then, is not
an act, but a habit”
We join with them and their families
in recognising their courage,
determination and resilience, often
in the face of significant adversity
such as injury, poor health, difficult
family situations or other levels of
disadvantage.
I trust that all in this group of
students will give themselves a firm
‘pat on the back’, and when reading

these words, accept again my
congratulations and those of their
teachers.
Hence, whatever the Year 12 result,
I hope that all those from the Year
12 Class of 2017 have learnt that
most important of lessons, that
“success is the result of perfection,
hard work, learning from failure,
loyalty and persistence.” (Colin
Powell)
May they continue to understand
the joy of learning, to “listen with
the ear of their heart” and live life to
the full.

Mary Fitz-Gerald
Principal
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Celebrating Excellence in All-girls Education
Gemma was not concerned about
her ATAR results because “I know
that I have been organised, worked
hard and did my best, and that is
what matters to me”.
ATAR 98.3
Biology 46
English Language 45
Health and Human Development 44
Legal Studies 43
Math Methods 35
Psychology 44
Gemma actively participated in
leadership and STEM related cocurricular activities from Year 7. She
always felt at home at Mater Christi
College because “my values are in

sync with the school”. Particular life
experiences have inspired Gemma’s
desire to build community, thus her
interest in studying Global Studies
at Monash University. Although she
has mixed emotions about leaving
Mater Christi, “I know there are
many exciting times ahead”.

“I know that I have been
organised, worked hard
and did my best, and that is
what matters to me.”
And when faced with challenges,
“I am confident that I am a good
learner and know that I can make
choices to shape my own direction”.

Since Year 7, Caitlin was always
determined to be involved in College
activities because “so much opens
up when you push a bit harder”.

“we are privileged and have
a responsibility to learn and
understand issues from
many perspectives.”

Caitlin MacDonald

She is true to herself and has been
a prominent leader and participant
in Social Justice and Stewardship
initiatives, leadership programs,
debating and more.
Caitlin believes that all learning is
relevant and enjoys striving and
achieving, “…we are privileged

Gemma Tripp
2017 College Dux

and have a responsibility to learn
and understand issues from many
perspectives”. Caitlin feels she has
belonged and has been part of
something bigger and worthwhile
during her time Mater Christi.
ATAR 98.05
English 49
Literature 43
Revolutions 41
Further Maths 37
Global Politics 41
She hopes to study Political Science
at ANU and pursue a career in
political analysis with the United
Nations.
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Niamh set herself a simple, yet
powerful goal for 2017, “I wanted to
be satisfied and happy at the end of
the year”.
ATAR 95.9
Business Management 45
Economics 38
Legal Studies 41
Maths Methods 34
Specialist Maths 27
English Language 42
Niamh is a gifted communicator
and respected leader who balanced
her role as a College Captain with
her other interests and studies.
She attributes her success and
motivation to “healthy competition
with friends who want to do well,

the ease of an all-girls environment,
teachers who go above and beyond
to help and my supportive family”.
Niamh has enjoyed many cocurricular opportunities in sports and
music.

“I wanted to be satisfied
and happy at the end of
the year.”
Her experiences with the
Constitutional Convention in
Canberra and the Global Young
Leaders Conference in the USA have
inspired Niamh’s next aspiration to
“contribute something worthwhile,
maybe through an international
NGO”.

Balancing the demands of elite level
sport and VCE studies requires elite
level organisation, passion and
commitment… exactly what Jemma
was able to deliver. Over the past
two years, Jemma won numerous
junior national and state titles in road
and track cycling. With the physical
demands of training up to 20 hours
per week plus competing, Jemma
has a well-grounded view of what it
takes to succeed.

Jemma Eastwood

“I have to study early in
the morning, train in the
afternoon, eat well and rest
well. That is just the way it is.”

Niamh Keighran

“I have to study early in the
morning, train in the afternoon, eat
well and rest well. That is just the
way it is.” Jemma also manages
to find time for her other passion,
music. She plays piano and violin
and studied VCE Music Performance
- Classical Voice. Jemma rides like a
demon and sings like an angel.
While Jemma’s dream is to compete
internationally, her plans are broader.
“I know that I need more than
cycling, so I want to study in fields
relating to Sports Performance,
Nutrition and Commerce.
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Renee’s gift in the visual arts will live
on in the memory of Mater Christi
College with her works featured
on the cover of the 2014 and 2017
Yearbooks. Her love of the creative
process and desire to communicate
ideas and challenge thinking is
evident across all her work. Renee
valued the support of her parents
and teachers as well as other
students, “I was always encouraged
to explore different art forms and
to experiment. Mistakes did not
matter”. She thrived on the freedom
to discover.

“I loved my time at Mater, but now
I am ready for whatever is next”.
Renee will continue to pursue her
passion through graphic design and
architecture.

“I was always encouraged
to explore different art
forms and to experiment.
Mistakes did not matter.”

Renee Riotto

Taylor DeChalain-May

After transferring to Mater Christi
College in Year 10, Taylor enjoyed
the support of students and teachers
and “felt it was easier to be myself
in an all-girls school”. Taylor hopes
to enter Bio-Medicine next year and
then study Medicine. She does not
regard herself as particularly smart,
“I am self-motivated, prioritise my
studies and put in a lot of work”.

Taylor also likes to challenge herself
with diverse experiences, as can be
seen in the breadth of her studies.
“Sometimes I have to ‘fake it’ and
push myself to gain confidence, but
doing different things is the best
way to create new opportunities and
perspectives”.

“I am self-motivated,
prioritise my studies and put
in a lot of work.”

Certificate II Equine Studies 41
Biology 47
Literature 41
Further Maths 43
Studio Arts 43

ATAR 94.2
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Chloe wanted to leave school in
Year 10, but was encouraged by her
parents and teachers to continue in
the VCAL program. It was a good
decision. “Year 11 and 12 were
the best years by far.” Chloe has
thrived on practical applied studies
and completed her Senior VCAL
Certificate, Certificate III in Allied
Health along with credentials in
Hospitality, First Aid and Public Fire
Safety.

Chloe Crumpton

Mullum Cluster VCAL Awards
Senior VCAL Certificate
Certificate III in Allied Health

“Year 11 and 12 were the
best years by far.”

Yuqing enjoys a challenge, so
when her father suggested that she
continue her studies overseas, she
was already determined to succeed.

dedicated, hard-working student,
she has appreciated opportunities
to become more independent and
follow her own heart.

ATAR 90.55

“English was too hard and I
wanted to give up.”

Studying in a foreign language
adds a huge layer of complexity
and before coming to Mater Christi
College in Year 11, Yuqing thought
“English was too hard and I wanted
to give up”. Yuqing has been able
to find more balance in her life in
Australia and while she remains a

Her skills and determination have
played a significant role in many
initiatives including major events
for Make-a-Wish and White Ribbon.
Chloe has developed strong selfbelief and is a long-term thinker
with a goal to become a Registered
Nurse.

Yuqing is proud of her achievements,
including University of Melbourne
Kwong Lee Dow Scholar and
International Student Captain,
and will now pursue her dream to
become a doctor.

Yuqing Deng

“I will remember the Class of 2017 as an enthusiastic group
of girls, young at heart, cheerful and full of personality. They
worked so well together and were very supportive and
encouraging of each other.”
Shae Mayes — Head of Senior School
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