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Course applications

Open

Close

Fees

Timely course application

3 August (9am)

30 September (5pm)

$29.00
Currently enrolled
Year 12 timely
processing fee
$43.00
All other applicants
timely processing fee

Late course application

30 September (7pm)

6 November (5pm)

$95.00 (All)
Late processing fee

Very late course application (not available for graduate entry teaching courses)

6 November (7pm)

4 December (5pm)

$121.00 (All)
Very late processing
fee

Mid-year 2016 application

Mid April 2016

Early June 2016

TBC

Payment deadline for early offers in Nov 2015

4 November (5pm)

refer to fees above

Payment deadline for graduate entry teaching offers in Jan 2016

30 November (5pm)

refer to fees above

Payment deadline for early international VCE offers in Dec 2015

15 December (4pm)

refer to fees above

Payment deadline for all other course preference offers in Jan 2016

21 December (4pm)

refer to fees above

Payments

Late payment deadline to be considered for supplementary and subsequent offers in
February 2016

14 January 2016 (9am) 8 February 2016 (5pm)

$43.00

Undergraduate and graduate entry (other) courses

3 August (9am)

10 November (4pm)

no fees

International courses

3 August (9am)

16 December (4pm)

no fees

Graduate entry teaching courses

3 August (9am)

30 November (4pm)

no fees

Undergraduate and graduate entry (other) courses

23 November (10am)

21 December (12noon)

no fees

Undergraduate, internetional and graduate entry (other) courses
(Opens to accommodate IB and WA applicants)

4 January 2016 (10am) 4 January 2016 (4pm)

Change of preference

no fees

Change of preference will be open at specific times throughout January and February 2016. See dates and fees at www.vtac.edu.au/dates.html for a complete and
up-to-date list

VTAC Personal Statement and supporting documentation for course applications
Submission date to be considered for early offers

2 October (5pm)

no fees

Submission date for supporting documentation for graduate entry teaching courses

11 November (5pm)

no fees

Submission date to be considered for all other offers

4 December (5pm)

no fees

Final submission date for VTAC Personal Statement edits

4 January 2016 (5pm)

no fees

Mid-year 2016: Submission date to be considered for mid-year offers

Early June 2016

no fees

Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS)
SEAS application and supporting documentation

3 August (9am)

6 October (5pm)

no fees

Mid-year 2016: SEAS application and documentation

Mid April 2016

Early June 2016

no fees

Scholarship application and supporting documentation

3 August (9am)

16 October (5pm)

no fees

VCE results and ATAR

Online

Post

Fees

Closing date for change of address to receive ATAR statement by mail (Victorian CY12 only)

7 December (5pm)

no fees

VCE results and ATAR

14 December (7am)

16 December

no fees

IB Notional ATAR

4 January 2016 (4pm)

8 January 2016

no fees

Offers emailed to applicants

Email

User account opens Fees

Early offers

20 November

20 November (2pm)

International VCE early offers

21 December

21 December (2pm)

International offers

8 January 2016

8 January 2016 (2pm)

Round 1 offers for graduate entry teaching courses

12 January 2016

Round 1 offers for all other courses

18 January 2016

Round 2 offers for graduate entry teaching courses

22 January 2016

Round 2 offers for all other courses

4 February 2016

Supplementary offers

February 2016

To be considered
for offers, you must
pay your course
12 January 2016 (2pm) application processing
18 January 2016 (2pm) fee on time.
22 January 2016 (2pm) See course application
processing fees
4 February 2016 (2pm) and final payment
dates above.
February 2016

Mid-year 2015 – Offer rounds

Late June 2016

Late June 2016

Scholarships
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How the course application system works
Submit your VTAC course application

Check selection criteria i.e. requirements and prerequisites.
You can change your preferences (at no additional cost).
Submitting an application does not guarantee an offer.

Pay your course application processing fee

Check your VTAC user account to ensure the fee has been received by VTAC.

VTAC processes your application and supplies it to the
course authorities for each course you have listed

All decisions about offers are made by course authorities at the institutions, not by VTAC.

Course authorities consider your application

This is where course authorities check which requirements have and haven’t been met.

Course authorities advise VTAC if they want to make you an offer

VTAC notifies you of the highest offer for the current round

Accept or decline the offer with course authorities

Irrespective of whether or not you have received an offer, if you change your mind,
you can change your preferences.

If there are still places available,
course authorities will consider applications for the next round

All offers are provisional
Any offer you receive is subject to you:
• meeting eligibility requirements,
• having provided full and correct information on your VTAC application, and
• attending enrolment at the date and time specified in your offer message.
Otherwise, your offer may lapse or be withdrawn.
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About VTAC
Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC)
The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) is the central office that administers the application processes
for places in tertiary courses, scholarships and Special Entry Access Schemes at universities, TAFE institutions
and independent tertiary colleges in Victoria (and a few outside Victoria). VTAC receives and forwards application
information and supporting documentation to the relevant authorities at institutions.
VTAC also:
• calculates and issues the ATAR for VCE students and a notional ATAR for Victorian IB students;
• co-ordinates sittings for Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT) and Australian Law Schools Entrance Test
(ALSET);
• conducts test preparation workshops for STAT;
• provides telephone and online information and enquiry services for applicants;
• publishes a range of guides to tertiary study;
• provides timely information to assist applicants via its social media networks: the VTAC blog, Facebook and
Twitter; and
• conducts information sessions for secondary school students and their parents, careers teachers and adults
returning to study.
VTAC is not a selection authority, does not determine the selection criteria used by institutions and does not decide
who will receive an offer. All decisions about which applicants are offered a place are made by the course selection
authorities at institutions.
After selection decisions have been made by the course authorities at institutions, VTAC sends offer messages
to successful applicants on the
institutions’ behalf.
VTAC is not a government body—it is funded by participating institutions and processing fees paid
by applicants.
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What are my options?
There are many options available for tertiary study, from skills-based certificates and diplomas
to university degrees. Courses listed through VTAC include both vocational education and
training (VET) courses and higher education courses and are offered through universities, TAFE
institutions and independent colleges.
Whether you are studying Year 12 this year, have not studied for a while or have other
qualifications, there are plenty of options available for you.

Vocational education and
training (VET) courses

VET courses provide professional and para-professional
qualifications with an emphasis on practical skills
and vocational pathways to further training, higher
education or employment.
A wide variety of study areas are offered, each one
involving training for expertise in a particular skill area.
VET qualifications are designed in close consultation
with industry to ensure the training is current and
relevant for industry requirements. These courses may
be work-based or involve a work placement.

Qualifications

VET qualifications include: Certificate II, Certificate III,
Certificate IV, Diplomas and Advanced Diplomas.
Advanced Diplomas usually require at least two years
full-time study; Diplomas require two years of full-time
study; and Certificate IV courses can be (but are not
always) the first year of a Diploma.
Certificate II and Certificate III courses usually require
between six and twelve months full-time study.

These courses may lead to employment or further
study at degree and/or postgraduate level.

Qualifications

The majority of higher education courses listed by VTAC
are bachelor degrees, with a few associate degrees.
A basic undergraduate degree usually requires
a minimum of three to four years full-time study.
Associate degrees require at least two years full-time
study. Some courses, such as combined degrees,
are longer.
There are also a number of graduate entry teaching
and other graduate entry courses listed by VTAC which
require a tertiary qualification, such as a degree, as a
prerequisite. If you are currently studying Year 12, and
don’t have any other qualifications, you won’t be able
to apply for these courses.

Teaching styles

Higher education teaching styles vary, however they
generally include formal lectures, tutorials, seminars,
practical workshops and/or laboratory classes and
work experience placements.

There are also some VET courses that require a
tertiary qualification as a prerequisite. If you are
currently studying Year 12, and don’t have any
tertiary qualifications, you won’t be able to apply for
these courses.

Am I eligible?

Teaching styles

• institutional entrance requirements, and

VET courses usually have smaller classes, more
individual attention and a diverse range of teaching
styles including lectures, workshops, laboratory
classes, seminars, small group tutorials, practical
work placements, industry visits and self-paced
virtual classrooms.

Higher education courses

Higher education courses provide professional
qualifications with an emphasis on theory and the
development of transferable skills.
Some courses are vocational, leading to careers in
clearly identified areas (e.g. Accounting) while
others are ‘generalist’ with no particular vocational
skills component.
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To find out if you’re eligible you need to meet:
• tertiary entrance requirements,
• course entrance requirements.
Meeting these requirements does not guarantee you
an offer because you will be competing with other
eligible applicants.

Tertiary entrance
requirements

If you are an Australian citizen or permanent resident or
a New Zealand citizen you can apply for courses through
VTAC. If you are a temporary resident or planning to
obtain a student visa you must be currently studying
an Australian Year 12 (in Australia or overseas) or the
International Baccalaureate (IB) in Australia or New
Zealand to be eligible to apply through VTAC.

Vocational education and training
(VET)
Certificate II, Certificate III:

There are no set minimum tertiary entrance
requirements for 2016 entry to Certificate II and III
courses with applications through VTAC; however,
institutional and course requirements still apply.

Certificate IV, Diploma, Advanced
Diploma:

VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education):
Satisfactory completion of the VCE and Units 3 and 4
English (any)*

*includes English, English as an Additional Language (EAL),
Literature or English Language.

International Baccalaureate (IB):

If you satisfy the requirements for the award of the
International Baccalaureate diploma you will meet
minimum tertiary entrance requirements Australia wide.

If you are currently studying Year 12 you will meet
minimum tertiary entrance requirements for 2016 entry
to VET courses if you achieve satisfactory completion
of any of the qualifications listed for Higher Education
courses or satisfactory equivalent senior secondary
completion such as Senior VCAL or literacy requirements
as stated in VET Training Packages/curriculum.

Australian Year 12:

Higher education

Only some Higher Education providers will
consider senior secondary completion such as Senior
VCAL. Check with individual institutions for their
entrance requirements.

You will meet the minimum tertiary entrance
requirements for general entry in 2016 to higher
education courses with applications through VTAC if you
have any of the following current Year 12 qualifications:

If you meet minimum tertiary entrance requirements
for all institutions in your home state, you will meet
minimum tertiary entrance requirements for all
institutions in Victoria.

VCAL:

FAQs
I studied Year 12 a few years ago. Am I eligible?

If you successfully completed any previous standard Australian Year 12 qualification (in Australia or overseas),
you will meet the minimum tertiary entrance requirements for 2016. Examples include: if you completed HSC
in 1985 with four Group 1 studies (including English); if you matriculated in 1967 with four studies including
English Expression.

I’ve partially completed a TAFE (or university) course. Am I eligible?

If you have previously completed any part of a tertiary qualification at Certificate IV level or higher, or if you will
this year, you will meet the minimum tertiary entrance requirements for 2016. Examples include: Certificate IV,
Diploma, Advanced Diploma, Associate Degree and Degree studies.

I studied overseas. How do I know if I’m eligible?

If your overseas qualifications are assessed by VTAC as comparable to the required Victorian qualifications, you
will meet minimum tertiary entrance requirements in Victoria. Assessments are largely based on information from
the National Office of Overseas Skills Recognition (NOOSR). VTAC will advise institutions of the level of the award in
terms of the Australian Qualifications Framework according to NOOSR guidelines. The individual course selection
officers will then assess whether your particular level of achievement is suitable for entry into that course.
For a list of overseas qualifications that meet minimum tertiary requirements in Victoria, see Overseas
qualifications on the VTAC website (http://www.vtac.edu.au/who/osquals.html).

I’m currently studying Year 12. Am I eligible?

If you are currently studying an Australian Year 12 (in Australia or overseas) and meet the citizenship/residency
requirements, you will meet the minimum tertiary requirements for 2016 provided you successfully complete
Year 12.

I’m studying the International Baccalaureate (IB). Am I eligible?

If you satisfy the requirements for the award of the International Baccalaureate diploma you will meet minimum
tertiary entrance requirements Australia wide.

I didn’t complete Year 12 and I’m mature age. Am I eligible?

Some institutions provide consideration for mature age entry; however, the age requirement and policies for mature
age entry differ across institutions. If you would like to apply for mature age consideration, you can complete Category
1 of the Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) application (see page 15).
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Institutional requirements

Some institutions also have specific entrance
requirements in addition to minimum tertiary entrance
requirements. Examples include minimum age
requirements and English language requirements. For
information about institutional requirements, see the
institution’s information page on the VTAC website
(http://www.vtac.edu.au/courses-inst/institutions.
html).

Course selection criteria

In order to be considered for a course you must
also meet the Selection criteria. Course selection
criteria are listed in the course information in
CourseSearch on the VTAC website. Examples
include: completing a prerequisite study, submitting
an additional form, sitting a test, presenting a folio
or attending an interview.

Prerequisites

Prerequisites are VCE studies (generally Units 3 and 4)
you must have completed in order to be considered for
the course. For example:
Units 3 and 4: a study score of at least 30 in English as
an Additional Language (EAL) or 25 in any other English.
The statement above means that to be considered
for this course, you must have completed Units 3 and
4 of English as an Additional Language (EAL) and
achieved a study score of at least 30, or you must
have completed Units 3 and 4 of any other English and
achieved a study score of at least 25.

Selection requirements

Selection requirements are the things you must do, in
addition to submitting your application, to be eligible
for the course. Depending on the course, this might
mean a folio, interview, or information session. In
most cases, these have to be completed before a
specified date.

Additional considerations

Additional considerations are similar to Selection
requirements except that they are not compulsory.
They may offer an opportunity to provide further
information for consideration by selection authorities,
for example by filling out a SEAS application or
providing details about your work experience etc.

Enrolment considerations

Enrolment considerations are usually activities or legal
requirements that need to be completed at the time
of enrolment or during the course, for example having
a current Working With Children Check prior to work
placements in a teaching course. You do not need to
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submit any Enrolment considerations with your course
application, but you must ensure that you can fulfill the
requirements should you be offered a place.
Note: If you apply late (after 5pm 30 September) or
add courses at Change of Preference always check
due dates for Selection criteria and if there are any
alternative dates for late applicants. If you don’t
complete requirements on time, your application may
not be considered by selection authorities.

How do I find out about
courses?
CourseSearch

Search or browse hundreds of courses to find the course
that’s right for you. CourseSearch (available on the VTAC
website) includes all courses with applications through
VTAC and some courses with applications direct to the
institution. Applicants can use CourseSearch to find
courses by institution, campus, qualification level and
area of interest. You can also enter your VCE subjects
to find courses for which you meet the prerequisites or
search by ATAR range.
This can be useful especially during the change of
preference period when you receive your VCE results
and ATAR. Knowing your ATAR will enable you to
refine your course search to list courses between a
specified ATAR range (based on the Clearly-in ATAR
for offers made in January 2015) and for which you
have the prerequisites.

The VTAC Guide 2016 and
VTAC eGuide

The VTAC Guide 2016 is available for sale at
newsagents (RRP: $12.00) and the eGuide
can be downloaded at iBooks and Google Play
(RRP: $4.99 AUD).
However, for the latest information (including any
changes after the Guide was published) see the VTAC
website (Free).

The eGuide includes a comprehensive overview of course
selection criteria including prerequisites, selection
requirements, additional considerations and
enrolment considerations.

Course codes and
fee types

Every course that has applications through VTAC
has a VTAC course code. Some have more than one.
These codes are extremely important when applying
for courses.

What are the fee types?

The last digit of the course code (1, 2, 3 or 4) shows
you the type of course fees you will be required to pay
if you get an offer:
• codes that end in 1 are government-funded
places, so you only pay part of the cost.
• codes that end in 2 are domestic full-fee places,
so you pay the full cost.
• codes that end in 3 are international full-fee
places, so you pay the full cost.
• codes that end in 4 are determined by
the provider.

Why do some courses have no
course codes?

If the course does not include any VTAC course codes,
it means they accept applications directly to the
institution (not through VTAC).

Codes that end in 1 (CSP)

VTAC course codes that end in 1 followed by ‘CSP’
in brackets, like this: 0987654321 (CSP) are for
Commonwealth supported places in higher education
courses. For these courses you only pay a small portion
of the cost known as the student contribution. Student
contribution ranges for students commencing in 2016
will be available later this year on the Study Assist
website (http://www.studyassist.gov.au).

HECS-HELP

The Australian Government offers a loan scheme
called HECS-HELP that allows eligible students to defer
the payment of their student contribution and repay
it later through the taxation system. Students who
choose the deferred option are not required to begin
re-paying their debt until their income reaches the
minimum threshold. For the 2015–16 income year,
the compulsory repayment threshold is $54,126. For
more information see the Australian Tax Office website
(http://www.ato.gov.au).

Codes that end in 2 (DFP)

VTAC course codes that end in 2 followed by ‘DFP’
in brackets, like this: 0987654322 (DFP) are
for domestic full-fee places offered by TAFE and
independent providers.

FEE-HELP

FEE-HELP is an Australian Government loan for eligible
full fee-paying students to help pay their tuition fees for
higher education courses.

Codes that end in 3 (IFP)

VTAC course codes that end in 3 followed by ‘IFP’
in brackets, like this: 0987654323 (IFP) are for
international fee places.
For information about fees and payment options see
individual Institution websites.

Codes that end in 4 (Fee type
determined by provider)

VTAC course codes that end in 4 like this:
0987654324 (Fee type determined by provider)
are for places in vocational education and training
(VET) courses. Your eligibility for a government-funded
place or a full fee place will be determined by the
VET provider at enrolment. You may be eligible for
government funding if you are under 20 years of age
on 1 January in the year you start the course. To check
your eligibility see: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
training.

VET FEE-HELP

VET FEE-HELP is an Australian Government loan
for eligible full fee-paying students to help pay their
tuition fees for vocational education and training
(VET) courses at diploma level and above. If a course
requires you to enrol at a lower qualification level
before proceeding to the diploma you may have to pay
the full fee up front.

Tax File Number: You must provide your tax file number (TFN)
to the tertiary institution when you enrol. If you don’t have
a TFN, you should apply for one early to have it available in
time for enrolment. For information about getting a TFN see
the Australian Taxation Office.

ABC of Applying 2016 │

7

Applicants say
Bethany

Why did you choose this course?
I enjoyed studying subjects that related to the exercise and
health area. This course provides an opportunity to further
look at this area and future career paths.

What resources did you find really helpful?
The careers advisor at school was very helpful in offering
loads of information that closely related to my subjects
and interests. The course guides from the university were
a great resource to look through to help get an idea of
the course.

What advice can you give others choosing their
courses?
Go to your careers advisor and discuss your interests, what
subjects you do well in and your ideas for the future. The
information and ideas they can give you are very helpful in
making a decision about what course to choose.

Age: 18

What would you have done differently to research
your courses?

VCE studies

I would have attended more open days to see for myself
what the course offers and how it’s run.

English, Further Mathematics,
Biology, Psychology, Physical
Education, Dance.
Mercy Regional College

Now studying

Bachelor of Exercise and Sports
Science
Deakin University (Geelong)

“Go to your careers
advisor and discuss
your interests,
what subjects you
do well in and your
ideas for the
future.”
8

Year 12 and non-Year 12
Which one are you?
When you register for a VTAC user account, VTAC
categorises you as either a:
• Year 12 applicant, or
• Other (non-Year 12) applicant.
The reason for this is that institutions sometimes
use different selection criteria for Year 12 and
non-Year 12 applicants.
Whether you are treated as a Year 12 or non-Year 12
applicant will depend on the highest qualification you
have achieved to date. Even if you are not currently
studying Year 12, you may still be classified as a
Year 12 applicant. It is critical that you know which
applicant group you belong to so that you can make
sure you meet the course selection criteria that apply
to you. If you do not meet the correct selection criteria
for a course, your application may not be considered by
the institution.

Institutions consider you a Year 12
applicant if:

• you are currently enrolled in an Australian or
overseas Year 12 program (including the IB) with
no post-secondary studies, or
• you have previously attempted or completed an
Australian/overseas Year 12 (including the IB)
with no post-secondary studies, or
• you have previously attempted or completed
an Australian/overseas Year 12 (including the
IB) with post-secondary studies of Certificate I,
Certificate II or Certificate III (but NOT Certificate
IV or above).

Institutions consider you a non-Year
12 applicant if:

• you have previously attempted or completed postsecondary study at Certificate IV or above, or
• you are currently enrolled in an Australian/
overseas Year 12 study or program (including the
IB) and have post-secondary studies at Certificate
IV or above, or
• you have no Australian or overseas secondary
studies and no post-secondary studies at
Certificate IV or above.

Find out more

Visit our YouTube channel to watch a video about Year
12 and non-Year 12 applicants, including scenarios to
help you work out which group you belong to (http://
www.youtube.com/user/vtacmedia).
If you’re still not sure, don’t worry—once you have
submitted your course application VTAC will advise
you whether you will be assessed as a Year 12 or nonYear 12 applicant. This advice will be based on your
highest qualification.

Year 12 and non-Year 12 applicants video
There are two categories of VTAC course
applicants—Year 12 and non-Year 12.
This video explains the difference and
goes through some applicant case
studies to help you work out which type
of VTAC applicant you are—it might not be
what you think. Check it out on YouTube:
http://www.youtube.com/user/vtacmedia
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Applicants say
Carly

What was your motivation to return to study?
I couldn’t stand working in hospitality anymore. It was not
rewarding and I was getting very unhappy.

What changes or special arrangements did you
need to make so you could study?
Not work so much, which meant I had to move back home
with Mum and Dad and lose a bit of my independence. I had
to move back to Melbourne because Cairns did not offer a
course that suited me.

How has studying impacted your life?
Losing a lot of my independence. Putting my “adult” life
on hold, like not being able to save for a house and start a
family etc.

What helped keep you going?

Age: 29
VCE studies

Thinking about how much more I would enjoy going to work
and having a decent steady wage which would be more
sustainable to start a family and live a “normal” life.

Was returning to study what you expected?

Westbourne Grammar School

Yes and no. I find that I can actually work a bit more then I
thought I would be able to and have been able to save a bit
more then I thought I would. But in terms of the stress of
assignments and exams, yes it is what I expected.

Now studying

What advice would you give to others about
returning to study?

English, Further Mathematics, Music
(Voice), Drama, Graphics.

Bachelor of Health Sciences
La Trobe University

“Don’t do it
because you have
to, do it because
you want to.”

10

Do what you love, discover yourself while you’re studying.
Enjoy it, don’t do it because you have to, do it because you
want to. This is your passion, put your heart and soul into it.
Have a life outside of uni. Cherish your family and friends.
Have a good support network in and out of uni. Do things
for yourself. Start assignments early. Stay fit and healthy—it
helps your positivity. Explore and discover everything. Open
your mind. Open your world.

How do I apply?
There are two methods for applying for courses
listed through VTAC. To find out how to apply for a
course listed by VTAC, you first need to check whether
applications are accepted through VTAC or direct to
the institution.

Apply: Direct to institution
For courses listed as ‘Apply: Direct to institution’
you will need to contact the institution directly for
instructions on how to apply. You do not need to
complete a VTAC course application for these courses.

Apply: Through VTAC
For courses listed as ‘Apply: Through VTAC’ you will
need to submit a VTAC course application.
All VTAC applications are submitted online. To apply for
courses through VTAC, you need to:
1. Register for a VTAC user account
Your account is where all the information you
submit to VTAC is securely stored and where
you submit applications for courses, SEAS and
scholarships. It is also where you can access
messages from VTAC about your application,
results and offers.
2. Submit a course application
The course application can be found in your VTAC
user account. You will be asked for details of your
educational history and to list the courses you
want to apply for in order of preference.
3. Pay your course application processing fee
The fee owed is determined by when you apply,
not when you pay, so you can apply now and pay
later if you need to. However we recommend
paying when you apply so that you don’t forget.
4. Complete any course selection criteria
To be considered for the courses you have
applied for you may need to complete additional
tasks such as attending an interview, audition or
folio presentation or submitting a supplementary
form. Read the selection criteria for each course
carefully to make sure you have completed
everything required.
At the end of the VTAC course application you
will see an acknowledgement of your application
that includes your name, VTAC ID and your list of
preferences. This record of your original course
application will be available to view in the ‘Course
application’ section of your VTAC user account and
also sent to your email address.

How to register for a
VTAC user account

Before you can submit a course application, you
need to register for a VTAC user account on the VTAC
website.

Registration checklist

When you register you must provide your:
• name
• address*
• gender
• date of birth
• citizenship
• school
• student number (current Year 12 students)
*If possible provide an Australian mailing address to
ensure you receive correspondence on time and have
enough time to reply.

VTAC ID and PIN

The VTAC ID is an eight-digit number with a letter on
the end. When you register the system will generate an
ID for you.
The PIN is a personal identification number which you
choose when you register. Your PIN provides a level of
security so that no-one can access your application
information online or over the phone without your PIN.

Keep them safe

It’s important that you keep your VTAC ID and PIN safe
and make sure you have them handy when you want to
apply or access your information online or by phone.
You will need your VTAC ID and PIN to:
• log in to your VTAC user account
• apply for courses, scholarships and the Special
Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) through VTAC
• access your application or other VTAC online
services after you apply
• access information about your application over
the phone.

Forgot your ID or PIN?

If you ever forget your VTAC ID or your PIN, you can
fill in the online request for VTAC ID and PIN and it
will be sent to the email address you provided when
you registered.
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Current Year 12 students

Listing courses

VTAC will only recognise you as a current Year 12
student if the details you enter during VTAC registration
exactly match the details you have already confirmed
with your school (for VCAA).

You can submit a minimum of one and maximum
of twelve undergraduate tertiary courses on
your application.

The details you enter will be matched against Year 12
enrolment records which have been provided to VTAC
from VCAA.

Registration help

If you receive a message advising you that VTAC cannot
find a match it could mean that you made an error
when typing. If so, you will have the chance to double
check your details and correct any errors.
If there are no typing errors it could mean that your
details may have been recorded incorrectly at your
school. In this case you should check that the details
you have entered on your VTAC application exactly
match the details that you previously confirmed with
your school.

Things to check:

• check your first, second and last name are spelt
correctly and in the correct order
• check the numbers and order of your date of birth
are correct (day/month/year)
• check your gender has been recorded correctly.

If the details you enter exactly match your VCAA record but
you are still not recognised as current Year 12, please contact
VTAC.

You must ensure you meet prerequisites and complete
all relevant requirements for the courses you apply
for. For details, see the course information in
CourseSearch on the VTAC website.

You must list courses in order of preference. The
course you want the most should be listed as your
number one preference.
Check your codes carefully: Some courses have more
than one course code, so when adding courses make
sure you include the correct code. The wrong code
could result in you applying for the wrong course, the
wrong campus or the wrong course fees, and missing
out on the one you want.
The codes available to you in the course application
are determined by your citizenship/residency.
For information about the different fee types, see
Course codes and fee-types (page 7).

Permissions

The application will ask if you give permission for
VTAC to publish any first and second round offers you
receive in metropolitan and regional newspapers.
You will also be asked if you want to participate in
the supplementary offer round process. For more
information see Offers and enrolment (page 21).

How to apply for courses

Additionally, you will be asked if you want your details
to passed on to the Victorian Electoral Commission
so that they can contact you if you are not on the
electoral roll.

Course application checklist

Authorised nominee

During your application you will be asked to provide:
• Details of your secondary and post-secondary
studies (including what, when and where you
studied and your student number/s)
• Examination numbers for any admissions tests
you’ve taken such as STAT, ALSET, UMAT or ISAT
• Your course preferences
If you are studying a higher education study as part of
your VCE, do not claim this as a tertiary study on your
course application.
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The application will ask you if you wish to authorise
a nominee (usually a parent) so that they can act
on your behalf on matters pertaining to your course
application. You are not in any way obligated to add a
nominee to your application—you are entitled to keep it
private if you wish.

What’s next?

After you’ve submitted your course application you
might want to think about the following:

VTAC Personal Statement

The VTAC Personal Statement is available in your VTAC
user account after you apply for courses. It’s available
for applicants to provide to selection officers any
relevant information that is not collected as part of the
VTAC course application.
In most cases you must complete and submit a
VTAC Personal Statement only if it is listed under
Selection requirements for one or more of your course
preferences. You may also choose to complete and
submit a VTAC Personal Statement if you wish to
provide details to support your application such as
work experience or your reasons for applying, or if it is
listed as an Additional consideration.
For more information about the VTAC Personal
Statement go to http://www.vtac.edu.au.

Scholarships

VTAC manages the selection process for a huge range
of scholarships. Merit scholarships are awarded on
academic achievement, while access and equity
scholarships and Commonwealth scholarships are
awarded on other factors such as financial need,
relocating for study, recognition as an Indigenous
Australian, and more. You may be eligible for
consideration even if you don’t consider yourself to be
a high academic achiever. For more information about
scholarships, see page 17.

Change of preference

Once you have submitted your course application,
you can still change your preferences. Change of
preference provides a safety net if your VCE results
are not what you expected, if your circumstances
change or if you just change your mind. To change
your course preferences, log in to your VTAC user
account and follow the prompts. For more information
about change of preference, see page 20.

SEAS

The Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) allows
selection officers to grant special consideration for
course entry on a variety of grounds. Some SEAS
categories require evidence of hardship that has had
a demonstrable impact on the applicant’s education,
however Category 1 assesses simple details from your
course application such as your gender, age, living
or school postcode, recognition as an Indigenous
Australian, and so on. For more information about
SEAS, see page 15.
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Applicants say
Nicholas

Why did you choose this course?
I chose my course because at the time I thought that was
the direction I wanted to go with my life. You have so many
different choices of courses and universities that it is hard
to figure out the direction you want to take. Ultimately I
chose my current course, and although my direction has
changed from when I first started, I’m glad I made the
decision to do a Bachelor of Science at the University of
Melbourne because I have so much flexibility and it wasn’t
too hard for me to find a new direction I wanted to pursue.

What resources did you find really helpful?

Age: 19

There is so much information available that is hard to
really narrow it down. The best way I found was using the
resouces that cover everything, like the VTAC Guide, then
gradually narrowing it down to university websites and
course guides. This way you have a pretty good idea of
the types of things the course expects and it allows you to
make an educated decision rather than just being lost in
all the options.

Year 12 studies

What advice can you give others choosing
their courses?

Advanced English, Mathematics,
Extension Mathematics, Ancient
History, Extension History, Economics,
Chemistry (HSC subjects).

Do your research. Each university offers courses that
have the same title, but they can differ in their focus. It is
important to be aware of this as you may end up focusing
on an area that is of little interest to you.

Canberra Grammar School

What value did you get out of open days?

Now studying

Bachelor of Science
The University of Melbourne

“The feel of a
campus can be
important if you
are deciding
between two
universities.”
14

Although it isn’t directly related to your studies, the feel
of a campus can be pretty important if you are deciding
between two universities. Each university has its own
personality and quirks, and that is pretty important. The
open days provide you with an opportunity to see if you
like the campus but also see if you could see yourself
standing there in a year or a couple of years time.

What would you have done differently to
research your courses?
Speak to current students who were doing the course
I was looking at, so I could get more of a student
perspective on the subjects.

Special consideration (including SEAS)
Many institutions offer alternative entry schemes that take into account short and long-term
disadvantage and its impact on your education. All applicants should read the information
to find out whether or not they are eligible to apply through SEAS or via one of the direct
institutional schemes.

What does SEAS cover?

Providing supporting evidence

The Special Entry Access Scheme (SEAS) allows
selection officers to grant special consideration for
course entry to applicants, but does not exempt you
from meeting the course entry requirements.

Most SEAS categories require supporting evidence
that shows how you have been disadvantaged. This
may include:

SEAS consideration will not exempt you from
completing the selection criteria for a course.

These are written statements that describe, in your
own words, how your education has been affected by
disadvantage. The impact statement is an essential
and significant part of your SEAS application. Impact
statements provide assessors with the information
required to understand the effect of the disadvantage
on your educational performance. They are submitted
as part of your online SEAS application.

SEAS is divided into categories. Most categories
require evidence to be supplied which demonstrates
the impact of any disadvantage on your education,
however Category 1 draws on details from your course
application and is as easy as ticking a box.
There are four categories within SEAS. Not all
institutions recognise all categories.
• Category 1: Personal information and location
• Category 2: Difficult circumstances
• Category 3: Disadvantaged financial background
• Category 4: Disability or medical condition
Category one includes: age, recognition as an
Indigenous Australian; living or school location; underrepresented schools; gender; non-English speaking
background and first in family to attend university.

How to apply for SEAS

The SEAS application becomes available in your VTAC
user account after your course application has been
submitted.

SEAS application checklist

Depending on which categories you are applying for,
you may be asked to provide:
• Details of difficult circumstances
• Details of disability or medical conditions
• Details of financial hardship
• Your Centrelink Reference Number
• Your income details
Most categories require written statements explaining
how you have been disadvantaged. These have strict
character limits so it can be a good idea to write a draft
before you start.

Impact statements

Statement of support

You may be required to submit a statement of
support from a responsible person, such as your
doctor or a teacher. The responsible person have
specific knowledge of your circumstances and be
able to describe them. Statements of support may be
submitted electronically or mailed to VTAC.

Financial documentation

VTAC can access your Centrelink records electronically.
However if you do not give VTAC permission to do so or
you need to provide other financial documents such as
payslips, you will need to mail these to VTAC.

Special consideration
programs other than SEAS

Some institutions offer special consideration outside
of SEAS. For information about other programs see
the VTAC website (http://www.vtac.edu.au/who/seas/
other.html).

Remember that applicants are selected in a competitive
environment. Special consideration does not guarantee an
offer.
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Applicants say
Allie
What types of courses were you applying for?
I applied for various education/teaching courses across
Victoria in places such as Ballarat, Geelong, Bendigo and
Melbourne. I also applied for Speech Pathology courses as
that was an interest of mine at the time.

What made you apply for a scholarship?
I was made aware by the people around me that the
work I had done was of a standard that could gain me a
scholarship and deserves recognition. Also a scholarship
would benefit me enormously given the impact of the move
to university.

Did you expect to receive a scholarship or were
you surprised?
No, I did not expect to receive a scholarship at all. I knew
that what I had done had been a benefit to others and had
an impact on others and this was worth recognition but I
was very surprised.

Age: 18
Now studying

Bachelor of Education—Early
Childhood and Primary Education
Australian Catholic University
(Ballarat)

“It’s not until
you go searching
that you discover
how many
scholarships
there are.”

16

What does this scholarship mean to you?
This scholarship means a lot to me as I have moved a
significant distance to attend uni. The scholarship will assist
me with my living expenses such as rent and food as well as
fees, books and travel home when necessary.

Were you aware that there was such a broad
range of scholarships available?
I was aware that there were many scholarships out there,
but it’s not until you go searching that you really discover
how many there are.

Did you apply for the scholarship through VTAC?
No, I did not apply for this scholarship through VTAC,
although I did apply for others this way. I applied for this
scholarship directly through the ACU website.

What advice would you give to other applicants
who might think they’re not eligible?
Just apply. There are so many out there that organisations
are looking to give away. The process may be lengthy and
take time but it is really worth it. List everything you done no
matter how small you think it might be. You’ve got to be in it
to win it.

Scholarships
Many institutions offer scholarships to applicants to help them with their study costs. Some
scholarships are awarded based on academic achievement, however there are also lots of
access and equity and Commonwealth scholarships available.

What kinds of
scholarships are there?

Scholarships are awarded on a range of factors which
are not limited to academic achievement.

Institutional access and equity
scholarships

Scholarships determined via the VTAC Scholarships
Application may be awarded to students with financial
difficulties, Indigenous Australians and other equity
and access groups as defined by each institution.

Commonwealth Scholarships

For information on Commonwealth scholarships,
please refer to the links below:
• Student Start-Up Scholarship—http://www.
humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/
centrelink/student-start-up-scholarship
• Relocation Scholarship—http://www.
humanservices.gov.au/customer/services/
centrelink/relocation-scholarship
• Indigenous Commonwealth Scholarships—
http://www.education.gov.au/
commonwealth-scholarships

Merit scholarships

2016 Merit scholarships may be awarded to students
for academic achievement if they have completed an
Australian Year 12 or the International Baccalaureate
(IB) in 2015. To be considered, applicants must apply
for courses through VTAC but do not need to lodge a
VTAC Scholarship Application. Where an institution
offers merit scholarships, students who have listed
that institution on their course preference list and
met any additional course or institutional eligibility will
automatically be assessed by that institution.

Don’t second guess: lodge a
scholarship application today

Don’t try to second guess whether or not you will be
eligible for a scholarships, simply complete the online
form and let the system do the sorting.
If you are submitting a course application it is worth
submitting a scholarships application as well; you may
be eligible for more than you think.

How to apply for
scholarships
Register for a VTAC user account

Before you can apply for scholarships, you must
register with VTAC (see page 11).

Log in

To access the course application you must log in to
your VTAC user account using your VTAC ID and PIN.

Open the scholarship application

To open the application, select ‘Scholarship
application’ in your VTAC user account.
Scholarships application checklist
As part of your scholarships application you may be
asked to provide:
• Details of financial circumstances
• Your Centrelink Reference Number
• Your income details
Most categories require written statements explaining
how you have been disadvantaged. These have strict
character limits so it can be a good idea to write a draft
before you start.

Providing supporting evidence
You may be required to provide supporting evidence
such as impact statements, statements of support or
financial documentation to complete your scholarship
application. See the SEAS section (page 15) for more
information about supporting evidence.

Other scholarship
opportunities

Some institutions offer scholarships outside of the
VTAC system. For more information see the VTAC
website (http://www.vtac.edu.au/scholarships/other.
html).

Finally, you do not need to submit a course application
through VTAC to be able to submit a VTAC Scholarship
Application—you may be currently enrolled (or deferred)
in a relevant course.
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Applicants say
Margaret
Why did you choose this course?
I chose Arts at Melbourne because it is such a flexible
course. I was not completely sure of what I wanted to do
within the humanities and this course gave me the freedom
to explore different areas and not have to major until
second year.

What resources did you find really helpful?
University websites and VCE forums online. They explain
everything about the different courses and the forums and
Facebook groups about university studies/student life gave
me a good student perspective.

What advice can you give others choosing
their courses?
Search widely, keep an open mind and visit the faculty
websites of the different unis/courses you’re interested
in. Also email their admissions staff if you want more
specific advice.

Age: 20

What value did you get out of open days?

Point Cook Senior Secondary College

They allowed me to assess the general atmosphere of the
universities, their campus layout, architecture, shops and
amenities. I was able to imagine myself attending and get
a better idea of whether it was the place I wanted to spend
the next three years.

Now studying

What would you have done differently to research
your courses?

VCE studies

English, Further Mathematics,
Literature, Legal Studies, History.

Bachelor of Arts
The University of Melbourne

“I was not
completely sure
what I wanted to
do... this course
gave me the
freedom to
explore.”
18

Nothing.

Getting your results
Current Victorian Year
12 students

Your VCE study scores, ATAR and VTAC scaled study
scores will be available to you via internet and SMS
services. All current VCE students will receive a
statement of VCE study scores from the VCAA. However,
only students who have applied for courses through
VTAC this year and have paid their VTAC processing fees
will be sent an ATAR statement in the mail.

How to access your results

To view your results online or via SMS you will need
your VCE student number and VCE results service
PIN. This PIN defaults to the first four digits of your
birthdate and not the PIN you have chosen for your
VTAC user account.
• Online: http://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au
• SMS: http://www.vtac.edu.au/sms
SMS registration is open from 9am Monday 9
November until midnight Sunday 13 December.

Protect your privacy—
change your PIN

In order to ensure that your privacy is protected, VTAC
strongly recommends that your change your VCE results
service PIN. If you don’t change this PIN, anyone with
knowledge of your VCE student number and birthdate
will be able to access your ATAR and VCE results.

You can change your VCE results service PIN in your
VTAC user account. This PIN will work with all results
and ATAR services.

Need help understanding your VCE
results or ATAR?

If you are confused about your VCE results, ATAR or
scaling, the Post Results and ATAR Service (PRAS) can
help with expert advice. For more information:
• Visit the PRAS blog at http://resultsandatar.
wordpress.com
• Phone (03) 9032 1717 or the toll free number
1800 653 080
• Email pras@edumail.vic.gov.au

International
Baccalaureate (IB)

If you are eligible for a notional ATAR, have applied for
courses through VTAC this year and paid your VTAC
processing fees you will be sent a notional
ATAR statement.

All other applicants

In most cases it is not necessary for you to send in
evidence of your results as part of your application,
because VTAC can access many results electronically.
If you need to send anything you will be told during the
application process.
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Change of preference
All applicants can change their preferences. If you change your mind about the course you
want to study or get different Year 12 results to what you were expecting, don’t worry—you can
still change your course preferences.

What is change of
preference?

How to change your
course preferences

During specified periods you will be able to add,
remove or re-order your course preferences in your
course application.

To change your course preferences, log in to your VTAC
user account and follow the prompts.

If you are a current Year 12 student, change of
preference can be a safety net to ensure that you have
made realistic decisions based on your results.
You may also want to change your preferences if you
have changed your mind about which course you most
want to study, if a new course has become available
and you would like to add it to your preference list, or if
a course you had applied for has been cancelled and
you want to replace it in your preference list.
There is no cost involved in changing your preferences.
As long as you pay your course application processing
fee, you can change your preferences as much as you
like within the specified periods.

You can add, delete or re-order your preferences using
the up and down arrows.
Some courses do not accept new course applications
after a certain date, so check the course description
and selection criteria carefully for any new courses you
want to add.
You will also need to make sure you meet the selection
criteria for any new courses you add. If you have
missed a selection criteria deadline contact the
institution to see if you can still apply.

Change of preference
add

remove

up

down

Get your preferences right a
 nd submitted by
12noon Monday 21 December*.
1. Research: Make sure you meet course requirements
2. Apply: List your course preferences in the order you want to take them
3. Change: Add, remove or change the order of your course preferences
4. Check: Some courses must be listed by a certain date to meet early offer deadlines
Undergraduate, international and graduate entry (other) courses (to accommodate IB, International and WA applicants) reopens on Monday
4 January (10am to 4pm)
*Graduate entry teaching change of preference closes 30 November. International courses close 16 December and reopen 4 January 2016.
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Offers and enrolment
Getting your offers

When offers are released, you can view your offers in
your VTAC user account. For release dates and times,
see the inside front cover.
Round 1 and Round 2 offers may also be published
by newspapers (in print and/or online) with your
permission. You give this permission either at the time
of applying, or later in your VTAC user account (see
page 11).
You can receive a maximum of one offer per offer
round (except in the supplementary offer round where
you may receive multiple offers).

Accepting an offer

To accept an offer you must enrol in the course.
Enrolment procedures will be outlined in your offer
message. You should only enrol in one course and in
some cases you may be required to attend in person at
a specific date and time.
Your specific enrolment instructions will be in your
offer message (or in an enrolment pack sent by the
institution), however, generally enrolment is held in the
last weeks of January (for Round 1 offers) or second
week of February (for Round 2 offers).

If you didn’t get the offer
you wanted…

Around 80 per cent of offers are made in Round 1,
so some courses still have places available after this
round of offers is complete. Where there is more than
one round of offers, applicants are still eligible to be
offered any courses that are higher on their preference
list than the offer received in a previous round.
If you have received an offer for a course that is not
your first preference (and that preference is still the
course you most want to do), you can leave your
preferences as they are and wait to see if you get an
offer for that or another higher course.
If you have changed your mind you may wish to change
your preferences.

Change of preference
between offer rounds
Once you have received an offer you cannot delete that
course from your preferences, however you can move
it up or down your list, change the order of your other
preferences or add new courses for consideration in
subsequent offer rounds.

If you are unable to attend at these times you should
check with the institution whether you can enrol online,
or if someone you choose can enrol on your behalf.

Don’t forget to list courses in the order you would
most like to study them, with the course you most
want to get into at the top.

All offers are provisional

Didn’t get any offers?

Any offer you receive is subject to you:

• meeting eligibility requirements,
• having provided full and correct information on
your VTAC application, and
• attending enrolment at the date and time
specified in your offer message.
Otherwise, your offer may lapse or be withdrawn.

Supplementary offers

Some institutions may make supplementary offers
after Round 2 if they have places available.
You may receive supplementary offers if you:
• have not received an offer listed on your course
preferences, and
• have given VTAC permission to release your
application to all courses with vacancies.
You give this permission either at the time of applying,
or later in your VTAC user account. Supplementary
offers will be processed weekly.
If you receive two or more offers at the same time, you
will need to choose which offer to accept—you should
not accept more than one offer.
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Applicants say
Rebekah
Why did you choose this course?
I mainly chose my course because I really enjoyed health in
school and felt passionate enough about it to think about
pursuing it as a career. However I kept changing my mind
about which specific area I was interested in. My course
has a broad first year which let me figure out which area of
health I wanted to pursue.

What resources did you find really helpful?
I found the course guides very helpful, as well as the
VTAC website where you could look up all the different
universities in the one place.
I also benefitted from my careers counsellor at school who
helped to talk me through the options and what I wanted to
do as well as what would give me the most options.

What advice can you give others choosing
their courses?

Age: 20
VCE studies

To get as much info as they can and ask questions to find
out what they want to know. There is only so much info in
the guides and what will suit you depends what works for
you as an individual.

Biology, French, Health and Human
Development, English Language,
Maths Methods, Studio Arts.

Also to not stress about it and do something that they will
love doing every day.

Loyola College

You get to see what the campuses are like and get to talk to
real students.

Now studying

Bachelor of Health Science
La Trobe University

What value did you get out of open days?

What would you have done differently to research
your courses?
I would have looked around more and done more research
into what was available.

“My course has
a broad first year
which let me
figure out what
I want to pursue.”
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Open days
Academy of Design Australia
Academy of Interactive Entertainment
Australian Catholic University
Australian College of Applied Psychology
Australian College of Sports Therapy
Australian Guild of Music Education
Australian Institute of Fitness
Australian Institute of Music
Australian Maritime College
Bendigo TAFE
Blue Mountains International Hotel
Management School
Box Hill Institute
Charles Sturt University
Chisholm
Collarts (Australian College of the Arts)
CQUniversity

9 August 2015 (9am-5pm) - http://www.academyofdesign.edu.au/open-day
16 August 2015 (10am-3pm), 21 November 2015 (10am-3pm)
17 September 2015 (6pm-8pm) – Registration recommended
Ballarat campus: 30 August 2015 (10am-3pm), Melbourne campus: 9 August 2015 (10am-4pm)
9 August 2015 (10am-2pm) , 9 December 2015, 6pm
9 August 2015 (10am-4pm),12 August 2015 (4pm-7pm), 6 September 2015 (12pm-3pm),
9 September 2015 (4pm-7pm), 23 October 2015 (4pm-7pm)
http://www.guildmusic.edu.au
http://www.fitness.edu.au
15 August 2015
30 August 2015 (10am-3pm)
Bendigo campus: Sunday, 16 August 2015 (10am-3pm)
Echuca campus: Thursday, 20 August 2015 (10am- 1pm)
Leura Campus: 29 August 2015 (10am -1pm)
Registrations essential- enquiry@bluemountains.edu.au
23 August 2015 (10am-3pm)
Contact CSU to book a campus tour. http://www.csu.edu.au
Dandenong Campus: Saturday 22 August, 2015 (11am-3pm)- http://www.chisholm.edu.au/open
1 August 2015 (10am-3pm), 16 January 2016 (10am-3pm)
13 August 2015 (2pm-6pm)
Virtual Open Day: 10 September 2015 (10am-6pm) - http://www.cqu.edu.au/events

Deakin College

Warrnambool Campus: 2 August 2015 (10am-3pm), Burwood Campus: 23 August 2015 (9am-4pm)
Geelong Waterfront & Waurn Ponds: 9 August 2015 (9am-3pm)
Burwood & Geelong Waurn Ponds Campus tour: 23 September 2015 (3pm)

Deakin University

Warrnambool: 2 August 2015 (10am-3pm), Melbourne Burwood: 23 August 2015 (9am-4pm)
Geelong Waterfront: 9 August 2015 (9am-3pm), Geelong Waurn Ponds: 9 August 2015 (9am-3pm)
http://www.deakin.edu.au/openday

Elly Lukas Beauty Therapy College

Endeavour College of Natural Health
Federation University Australia
Footscray City Films
Gordon (The)
Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE
Health Skills Australia
Holmes Institute
Holmesglen
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Bookings essential – 03 9923 8888 or study@ellylukas.edu.au
1 August 2015 (11am -12.30pm), 10 October 2015 (11am-12.30pm)
16 September 2015 (6pm-7.30pm), 11 November 2015 (6pm -7.30pm)
28 November 2015 (11am-12.30pm), 5 December 2015 (11am-12.30pm)
6 January 2016 (6pm-7.30pm), 16 January 2016 (11am-12.30pm)
12 March 2016 (11am-12.30pm), 23 March 2016 (6pm-7.30pm)
16 April 2016 (11am -12.30pm), 28 May 2016 (11am-12.30pm)
8 June 2016 (6pm-7.30pm), 18 June 2016 (11am-12.30pm)
http://www.endeavour.edu.au
Ballarat and Gippsland: 30 August 2015 (10am-3pm) - http://www.federation.edu.au/openday
23 August 2015 (1pm-4pm)
9 August 2015 (10am-3pm)
http://www.gotafe.vic.edu.au
Blackburn Campus: 8 August 2015, (10am-2pm), Melbourne CBD Campus: 9 August 2015, (10am-2pm)
Saturday 29 August 2015 (10am-3pm)
13 August 2015, 17 September 2015, 19 November 2015, , 22 October 2015, 17 December 2015
Registrations essential - http://www.holmesglen.edu.au/open

International College of Hotel Management
JMC Academy
Kangan Institute
Kaplan Business School

16 August 2015 (2.30pm)
22 August 2015 (10:30am), 16 January 2016 (10:30am), 14 May 2016 (10.30am)
Moonee Ponds Campus: 22 August 2015 (10am-2pm), Docklands: 29 August 2015 (10am-2pm)
Richmond Campus: 9 August 2015 (11am-3pm) - http://www.kangan.edu.au/opendays
Telephone 1300 602 809 or email enquiries@kbs.edu.au

La Trobe Melbourne

9 August 2015 (10am-5pm)

La Trobe University

Bendigo: 16 August 2015 (10am-3pm), Mildura: 19 August 2015 (3.30pm-7.30pm)
Albury-Wodonga: 28 August 2015 (4pm-7pm), Shepparton: 7 August 2015 (4pm-7pm)
Melbourne campus: 9 August 2015 (10am-4pm)

LaTrobe College of Art and Design
Longerenong College
Macleay College
Marcus Oldham College
Melbourne Institute of Technology
Melbourne Polytechnic
Mercer School of Interior Design
Monash College
Monash University

http://www.latrobecollege.com.au
9 August 2015 (10am-3pm)
http://macleay.edu.au/
14 August 2016 (10am-2.30pm)
Telephone: (03) 8600 6700 or email enquiries@mit.edu.au
Check http://www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au/info-nights from August for details.
11 August 2015 (6pm), 6 October 2015 (6pm)
http://www.monashcollege.edu.au
Peninsula: 1 August 2015 (10am-4pm), Caulfield and Clayton: 2 August 2015 (10am-4pm)
Parkville will be represented at Clayton. - http://www.monash.edu/openday

Moorabbin Flying Services

8 August 2015 (10am-2pm)

Navitas College of Public Safety

9 August 2015 (10am-2pm)

Northern College of the Arts and Technology

Telephone: (03) 9478 1333

Oceania Polytechnic Institute of Education
Oxygen College
Photographic Imaging College
Photography Studies College
RGIT Australia

9 August 2015
http://www.oxygencollege.com.au
Telephone: (03) 9478 5816 or visit any Friday
16 August 2015 (10am-4pm)
http://rgit.edu.au/

RMIT University

9 August 2015 (10am-4pm)

SAE Creative Media Institute

8 August 2015 (11am-3pm)

Sage Institute of Education
Southern School of Natural Therapies
Swinburne University of Technology
Think Design
Tractor Design School
University of Melbourne (The)
VFA Learning
Victoria University
Victorian Institute of Technology
William Angliss Institute
Wodonga TAFE

Melbourne: 23 August 2015 (10am-4pm)
Saturday 1 August 2015 (10am-2pm) - http://www.ssnt.edu.au/about/ssnt-events
Hawthorn: Sunday 2 August 2015 (10am-4pm) - http://www.swinburne.edu.au/openday
http://www.think.edu.au/news-and-events/events
Melbourne and Bairnsdale: 15 August 2015 (10am-4pm), Sydney: 8 August 2015 (10am-4pm)
Parkville and Southbank: 16 August 2015 (10am-4pm), Burnley: 5 September 2015 (10am-4pm)
http://www.vfalearning.vic.edu.au
Footscray Park campus: 23 August 2015 (10am-3pm) - http://vu.edu.au/openday
http://www.vit.edu.au
Melbourne: 9 August 2015 (10am-4pm), Sydney: 12 September 2015 (10am-4pm)
http://www.wodongatafe.edu.au/infosessions
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Resources available from VTAC
Course information
VTAC Guide 2016

Available from newsagents (RRP $12.00)

CourseSearch

Search for courses on the VTAC website (http://www.vtac.edu.
au)

VTAC eGuide 2016

Available from iBooks and Google Play (RRP $4.99 AUD)

Course updates

Posted to CourseSearch, the VTAC blog and http://www.vtac.
edu.au/courses-inst/courseupdates.html

Social media
Facebook

Connect with VTAC on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/vtacguide

Blog

Check out the VTAC blog
http://blog.vtac.edu.au

Twitter

Follow VTAC on twitter
http://twitter.com/vtacguide

YouTube

View our informational videos
http://www.youtube.com/user/vtacmedia

Other publications and resources
ABC of Scaling

A step by step explanation of how the ATAR is calculated and why
studies are scaled. Available October 2015 from http://www.vtac.
edu.au/publications

ABC of Offers

A step by step explanation of how the offer system works,
with information about offer rounds, course fee types and
supplementary offers. Available November 2015 from http://
www.vtac.edu.au/publications

Fact sheet: Top tips for parents of VCE
students

A snapshot of things parents of VCE students may want to know
for example: deadlines; processing fee payments; when the ATAR
is released; when offers are released. Available mid-August 2015
from http://www.vtac.edu.au/publications

Video: Which type of applicant am I?
Year 12 or non-year 12

Available from http://www.youtube.com/user/vtacmedia

Video: Change of preference

A short video outlining how to change preferences on the course
application. Available November 2015 from http://www.youtube.
com/user/vtacmedia

Information sessions

VTAC runs a number of regional information sessions
for prospective applicants including current Year 12
students and their families. careersblog.vtac.edu.
au/2015/05/13/2015-dates-for-vtac-briefings/
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Contacts and other resources
Australian Taxation Office

Personal tax enquiries: 13 28 61 or http://www.ato.gov.au

Department of Education and Training

General Enquiries: 1300 566 046 or http://www.education.
gov.au

Disability Support Services

Email: ndco@industry.gov.au or
http://www.education.gov.au/ndcoprogramme

Further Education and Training

Telephone: (03) 9637 2000 or http://www.education.vic.gov.
au/training

Study Assist

Telephone: 1800 020 108 or TTY: 133 667 (ask for 1800 020
108) or http://www.studyassist.gov.au

Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority (VCAA)

Telephone: (03) 9032 1700 or http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
Email: vcaa@edumail.vic.gov.au

Looking for financial assistance?
Hundreds of scholarships
One application
• Financial hardship
• Indigenous applicants
• High performers
• Rural or regional applicants
• Educational disadvantage
Scholarships can be offered to help pay tuition
fees, accommodation or relocation, books and
resources, or other study related expenses.

Applications close 5pm Friday 16 October 2015

Apply now: https://www.vtac.edu.au/scholarships
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Terms and definitions
Australian Tertiary Admission
Rank (ATAR)

Is the overall percentile ranking reflecting comparative performance
amongst the relevant age group in a given year. It allows tertiary
institutions to compare students who have completed different
combinations of Year 12 studies.

Campus

Is the location and grounds of an institution.

Commonwealth supported
place (CSP)

Is a place in a degree course subsidised by the Australian Government.

Commonwealth Scholarships

Are offered by the government for educational and/or accommodation costs.

CourseSearch

Is a function on the VTAC website that allows you to search or browse
through courses at universities, TAFEs and independent tertiary colleges.

Prerequisites

Are VCE studies that Year 12 students must complete for entry to a course.

quota

Is the number of places available in a course.

Selection criteria

Include multiple factors considered for selection of all applicants to
a course rather than selection based on the ATAR alone. For example
interviews, prerequisites, audition, folio presentations, additionial forms.

Special Entry Access Scheme
(SEAS)

Is an umbrella program of special consideration for entry to tertiary courses
at participating institutions

Subject bonus

Are additional bonus points for undertaking non-compulsory VCE studies.

Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority (VCAA)

Is the governement body that administers the VCE and VCAL

VCAL

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning

VCE

Victorian Certificate of Education

VCE study score

Is calculated by the VCAA showing how well you have performed in a Unit
3 and 4 VCE study compared to everybody else in Victoria who took that
study.

VTAC

Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre

VTAC scaled study score

Is the VCE study score after it has been scaled for inclusion in the ATAR.

VTAC user account

Is the secure section of the VTAC website where you apply and access your
application information and other services
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