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What is the Festival?
The Australian Catholic Youth Festival is a national gathering of Catholic young people established by the Australian
Catholic Bishops Conference. It exists to provide young people with opportunities to deepen their relationship with
Jesus, be empowered to be disciples in the world today and encounter and celebrate the vitality of the Church in
Australia. The first Festival was held in Melbourne 2013 and the second was held in Adelaide 2015. In 2017 young
people are invited to attend the Festival hosted by the Archdiocese of Sydney! This year the festival is set to be
massive with over 15,000 people expected to attend – the largest youth gathering in Australian since World Youth
Day in Sydney! The ACYF in 2017 will also be the official start of the Year of Youth for the Church in Australia!

Who is the Festival for?
Young people from year 9 (in 2017) to young adults 30 years of age are invited to the event.
NB: Young people under the age of 18 must be accompanied and supervised by an adult. More information on
supervision provided by BYMO can be found below.
The festival is aiming to gather over 15,000 young people from around Australia.
In order to ensure a safe and secure setting for our target audience the following restrictions apply:







Group coordinators must be over 18 years of age.
Young people under the age of 18 cannot register as an individual and must be registered as part of a
group and be supervised by a group coordinator.
Adults over 30 years of age cannot register as a ‘participant’ in the festival. Those aged over 30 years are
encouraged to support a group in a leadership role or register their interest as a volunteer.
Organisations or communities who wish to promote their ministry at the festival must apply and be
approved through the expo stallholder’s application process.
Potential volunteers must express interest with the hosting diocese and meet local and festival
requirements (policies) before being appointed an official volunteer.
Families with children under the nominated age bracket are not able to attend as the festival includes
content, which is of a mature nature (e.g. Relationships, justice, etc.)

These limitations have been established to ensure the maximum space is available for young people. Only those
meeting these criteria will be accepted for registration

When is the Festival?
The Festival will take place from Thursday December 7th until Saturday December 9th, 2015.
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Where will the Festival be?
The 2017 Festival will be held at Sydney Olympic Park with venues including Sydney Show Grounds and Qudos Bank
Arena. The closing mass of the Festival will take place in The Domain.

Theme
Open new horizons for spreading joy: Young people, faith and vocational
discernment
The ACYF launches the Year of Youth and takes up its theme. The theme draws inspiration from Pope Francis’
address to young people at the Vigil at WYD Krakow 2016, along with the theme chosen for the next General Synod
to be held in Rome during 2018. Pope Francis continues to challenge the young people of the world to boldly engage
with their faith, their relationship with Jesus and the world.

From the young people of the 2013 Diocese of Bunbury Group:
When I was offered to come to the Catholic Youth Festival I was uncertain whether I would fit in and really be
empowered with my faith. But this previous thought vanished when I saw people from around Australia rejoicing and
celebrating God and our faith. My faith was empowered, but the thing that changed my outlook was the people. It
was amazing seeing people celebrating and professing their beliefs without holding back because we were all equals
who were in unity with God and everyone in the room. I loved being able to come to this festival and I will definitely
come again if they offer it!

I feel that this was (is) one of the most worthwhile things I have done so far in my life. I have always believed in God
and as I have grown and matured become more confident about expressing my faith to my friends however no where
near as much as I should have. I have also thought that (especially in my local parish) that the youth of the Catholic
Church was dying. However coming to an event like this has really refreshed me in my faith and relationship with God
but also my faith in the youth. I love it is “cool” to be Catholic and no-one judges you about how you express your
faith or how far you take your relationship with God (I NEVER WANT THIS TO END)

My faith has always swung backwards and forwards but honestly, spending 3 days at the Australian Catholic Youth
Festival in Melbourne has been more than enough to remind me how important the Lord is in my life and that it is ok
to find Him in music and to pray through that. This has been the most amazing journey and I know that I have
returned richer for the experience. You have not experienced true passion until you have joined in with 3000 others,
singing one song to your one God.
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From the 2015 Group:
The speakers they had were all encouraging and supportive! This has been the best experience of my life and I will tell
anyone that will listen about my experience. This is a great opportunity and if you get the chance to go take it. I’ve
never felt like I’ve belonged and on this trip I did  Being with over 3000 people with the same beliefs and values as
you is incredible. 

The festival was great, epic atmosphere, good venue, engaging and fun plenary’s, inspiring talks and workshops.
The diocesan program was fun and allowed us to all bond. The Mass and dinner broke the ice, the prayer and talk
sessions were very calming and allowed us all to bond. I have taken away so much from the festival. My faith is so
much stronger and deeper.

The Festival was empowering. Strengthen experience that I will cherish. It showed me that I am not alone in my faith
as I thought I was in my diocese and showed the power of faith and perseverance, and how it an unite people
together. I enjoyed the plenaries as it joined Catholics around Australia to become one and in union with Christ and I
really felt the presence of God.

The festival was great I am definitely going to take things home and help my person. I will come back to the next one
in Sydney 2017. The Diocese of Bunbury was great in organising us to get us there and during the whole festival. I
loved the whole festival it was the best experience seeing 3500 Catholics believing in the same things was great. I
loved all the bishops and priests taking selfies and enjoying the festival too. The mass was very calm and peaceful as
we had communion and sung together. I also enjoyed the musicians and getting there autograph on my hat such as
the Fr Rob, Genevieve, and Steve Cusat, but most of all of the Plenary’s.

The festival experience was quite unlike anything I had ever experiences before. To witness over 3000 young people
from all around Australia all gathered to praise and worship the same faith, was incredible and inspirational. If you
have a strong faith and love of God, the Australian Catholic Youth Festival is for you!
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BYMO
The Bunbury Youth Ministry Office (BYMO) will be coordinating a Diocesan group and program for the Australian
Catholic Youth Festival in Adelaide 2017 and young people are welcomed to join! BYMO will organise programming,
travel arrangements, registration and accommodation, as well as liaise with the Festival organisers. Fundraising is
the responsibility of the participants and their parish and/or schools All participants who register with our group will
receive constant updates and information from us as well as be part of an awesome group with an awesome
program planned.
It is set to be an massive event with amazing people, speakers and activities. BYMO will do our best to ensure you
have the best experience possible at the Festival!

Here are some of the important details about the BYMO Group:
Example Program:




5th of Dec – Depart Perth for Sydney (Morning
Flight.) Diocesan Group Mass and Dinner
6th of Dec – Sightseeing and Shopping Day in
Sydney. WA Youth Gathering in the Evening
7th of Dec – Festival Opens: Whole Group Day





8th of Dec – Festival: Small Group Day
9th of Dec – Festival: Individual Day
10th of Dec – Depart Sydney for Perth
(Morning Flight.)

Age Requirements: You must be no younger than school Year 9 (in 2017) and no older than 30 years old to attend
(unless attending as an adult leader appointed by BYMO.)
Supervision: All Diocesan Youth Events are supervised by adult volunteers and staff members with a ratio of one
volunteer to ten under 18 participants. All adult volunteers undergo a screening procedure which includes
interviews, code of conducts, reference checks and a Working with Children Check. The Diocesan Youth Office abides
by the Diocesan Child Protection Policy. We take Child Protection very seriously and have established reporting
structures and child protection management procedures that all volunteers are trained in. Our volunteer code of
conduct can be made available on request and all adult volunteers can be asked to present their WWCC card at any
time.
Accommodation: Accommodation will be organised by the official accommodation/tour provider for the festival.
Rooms will be shared with males and females separated as well as over 18s and under 18s separated.
Flights: We are currently working to secure the best flights for our group. Flights will be economy class.
Meals: Delegates will have the option of purchasing food from the venue or bringing packed meals. We are currently
looking into group options for meals and will release more information shortly.
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Transport: There will be a number of free public transport options in Sydney. It is likely that there will be quite a lot
of walking.
Cost: The final Package cost will be released later this year and is dependent on the total number of Registrations,
available airfares, accommodation costs and any unforeseen costs. We estimate the total cost is likely to be around
$1,800 per person this figure could rise or fall. This estimated cost is based on obtaining the “Early Bird” Festival
registration price.
The full cost includes: return economy airfares ex-Perth airport; Accommodation, Transport, Early Bird Registration
and Diocesan program costs.
Other Costs (… not included in the Package price): Merchandise, any shopping or tourist costs, any spending money;
travel insurance; any extra drinks or snacks you wish to purchase; any Youth Festival merchandise or resources you
wish to purchase from the Festival “Market Place”.
Final Payment: This will be due in August. The amount should be confirmed by mid-September at the latest.
Cancellations: BYMO will make every effort to have your payments refunded if you cancel your registration. Such a
refund, however, may not be possible in all circumstances and can in no way be guaranteed. Refunds are also
subject to the individual policies of the festival organisers, airlines and accommodation provider.
Behavioural Expectations: As part of the BYMO Group attending the ACYF you will be required to complete a
confidential medical report and to agree to and sign a behaviour code of conduct prior to our departure for the
Festival. As a member of the BYMO Group you will be expected to participate fully and actively in all aspects of the
ACYF – this will ensure you get the most out of your festival experience! You will also be required to respect the
authority of all Group leaders and abide by Australian law, Group rules and the requests of BYMO Group Leaders.
This includes, but is not limited to: not leaving the event premises unless otherwise arranged and agreed upon by
BYMO Group Leaders; being in contact with and letting your Group leader know where you are at all times; being at
pre-determined meeting points on time; and respecting fellow members of your group. Failure to meet these
expectations could result in removal from the festival event and from the BYMO Group. Removal from the Group
could mean an earlier than expected departure from Sydney at the cost of the individual concerned, or their
parent/guardian.

How to be a part of it!
To be a part of BYMO’s group you will need to:
1. Register your interest by completing the attached form and sending to the Diocesan Youth Ministry
Coordinator (details below.) You should also let your Parish Priest and Ministry person at your school know
you would like to attend. Please submit the form no later than the 29th of May 2017.
2. Pay your deposit by the required deadline to secure your place. (Deadlines TBC.)
3. Complete and Return any documents sent to you by BYMO or the ACYF organisers (usually done through
email.)
4. Make the final payment by the due date (probably in August, TBC.)
5. Attend the Pre-ACYF Gathering days. (Date TBC.)
6. DON’T MISS THE FLIGHT & GET READY FOR AN AWESOME TIME IN Sydney!!!!

Check out the festival website for more info!
http://www.youthfestival.catholic.org.au/
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If you have any other questions or suggestions please feel free to contact me. Hope to see you there!
Kind Regards,

Aaron Faure
Youth Ministry Coordinator - Catholic Diocese of Bunbury
dioyouth@bunburycatholic.org.au
Ph. 9721 0508 Mob. 0425622788
PO Box 2005, Bunbury WA 6231

Like us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/BunburyYouthMinistryOffice
See us on Youtube! Bunbury Youth Ministry Office
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Australian Catholic Youth Festival Bunbury Youth Ministry Office
Group Expression of Interest!
5nd – 10th of December 2017. Sydney, New South Wales
Please complete this form and return it to the Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator no later than the 29th of May
2017 to register your interest.
First Name: _______________________ Last Name: ______________________ Date of Birth: ____ / ____ / 19____
Year Level (if at school): __________ (You must be at least Year 9 in 2017 and no older than 30 years to be eligible to
register)
Parish: ________________________ School: ________________________ Organisation: ______________________
Residential Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
Town: ________________________________________ Postcode: ________________________
Postal Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
(if different from Residential)
Town: ________________________________________ Postcode: ________________________
Home Phone: ____________________________________ Mobile Phone: __________________________________
E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Signed: _________________________ Print Full Name: ____________________________ Date: ____ / ____ / 2015
If under 18, Parent/Guardian Sign: _____________________________________________ Date: ____ / ____ / 2015

Parent/Guardian Information (if under 18):
Full Name: ________________________________________ Relationship to Applicant: _______________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Town: __________________________________________________ Postcode: ________________________
Home Phone: ___________________ Work Phone: ___________________ Mobile Phone: ___________________
E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________________________
Please return completed forms to:
Aaron Faure
Youth Ministry Coordinator - Catholic Diocese of Bunbury
Post: PO Box 2005, Bunbury WA 6231
Email: dioyouth@bunburycatholic.org.au
Fax: (08) 9721 3216
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